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MEASURE’S PURPOSE: This measure confirms Executive Order No. 2017-434, which
established the Work Ready Kentucky Scholarship Program (WRKS) to be administered by the
Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority (KHEAA). KHEAA is required to collaborate
with the Education and Workforce Development Cabinet (EWDC) and provide to EWDC an
annual report, in collaboration with the Kentucky Center for Education and Workforce Statistics
(KCEWS) that by academic term/year and workforce sector, includes: students served, amounts
disbursed, and credentials earned. The WRKS trust fund is established with an annual
continuation clause for General Fund appropriations, public/private gifts and grants, and federal
fund resources.

PROVISIONS/MECHANICS: Section 1 creates a new Section of KRS 164.740 to KRS
164.7891 to establish the WRKS; defines terms; requires KHEAA to administer the WRKS in
consultation with EWDC and promulgate administrative regulations pursuant to KRS Chapter
13A; and requires specific student eligibility components, including: citizenship, Kentucky
residency, high school diploma/equivalency, no postsecondary associate/higher level degree,
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) completion, WRKS application, eligible
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program enrollment, minimum three (3) credit hour enrollment per academic term, and no
student obligation defaults.

Requires WRKS program award definitions, such as academic term cost of attendance, which is
program tuition amount multiplied by the credit hours plus student fees, less student federal and
state grants and scholarships; excludes work study and student loan funds from the calculation;
includes student enrollment interruption contingencies, such as serious/extended illness/injury,
natural disasters, military deployment, lack of institutional grade certification, and minimum
eligibility of 2.0 grade point average with subsequent eligibility resumption requirements.

Requires WRKS program termination conditions, which include for each student: four (4)
academic term equivalent limitation, thirty-two (32) credit limit, associate degree attainment,
non-enrollment for more than two (2) academic terms, failure to earn at least three (3) hours in
two (2) consecutive academic terms, and the end of six (6) academic terms, excluding summer
terms.

Requires WKRS program reporting information by academic term/year and workforce sector to
the EWDC, in collaboration with the KCEWS, which includes students served, amounts
disbursed, and credentials earned. Establishes the WRKS trust fund with an annual continuation
clause for state general fund appropriations, public/private gifts and grants, and federal fund
resources.

Section 2 confirms Executive Order No. 2017-434 to the extent not otherwise confirmed as
superseded by this Act.

FISCAL EXPLANATION: The confirmation of Executive Order No. 2017-434 has no fiscal
impact upon current budgeted resources of the Work Ready Kentucky Scholarship Program, due
to sufficient scholarship resources appropriated for the current 2018-2020 fiscal biennium.
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